
G R A D U A T E  S T U D I E S

M O N T H  1

Def ine  your  profess iona l  goals  &  ta lk  to  experts  in  the  f ie ld  you  

wish  to  s tudy .

Do  your  research !  Research  univers i t ies ,  programs  of  in terest ,  &  

professors  teaching  in  those  programs .

Establ i sh  contacts  with  potent ia l  schools  (department  &  facu l ty ) .

Request  publ i shed  mater ia l s  f rom  schools  you ' re  cons ider ing .  

Look  care fu l l y  at  requi red  graduate  admiss ions  tes ts /admiss ion  

cr i te r ia  &  note  appl icat ion  deadl ines .    

Decide  on  3 -5  schools /programs  that  in terest  you .  

F i le  a  FAFSA  &  rev iew  scholarsh ip  opportuni t ies .

Think  about  your  s tatement  of  purpose  &  potent ia l

recommendat ion  le t ter  wri ters .  

I f  program  requi res ,  prepare  fo r  GRE /GMAT  exam (s ) .  

Take  pract ice  GRE /GMAT  tes t  to  measure  s t rengths  &  weaknesses .  

Enro l l  in  GRE  prep  course  or  s tudy  independent ly  (2 -3  months ) .  

M O N T H  2

Cont inue  to  s tudy  fo r  GRE /GMAT  &  take  hal f -way  progress  exam .  

Draf t  your  s tatement  of  purpose  &  appl icat ion  essays  &  ta i lo r  your

s tatement  of  purpose  fo r  each  school  as  necessary .

Ask  a  few  good  f r iends  to  proof read  your  s tatement  of  purpose .  

Prepare  port fo l io  of  creat ive  work  ( i f  needed  fo r  appl icat ion ) .  

M O N T H  3

Take  your  GRE /GMAT  exam (s ) .  

Request  of f ic ia l  t ranscr ipts .

Ask  fo r  le t ters  of  recommendat ion ,  prov ide  recommendat ion

wr i ters  with  guide l ines  &  in format ion ,  &  give  your  recommenders

a  deadl ine  that  i s  two  weeks  in  advance  of  appl icat ion  deadl ine .  

M O N T H  4

M O N T H  5 Complete  a l l  appl icat ion  mater ia l s .

Package  together  a l l  appl icat ion  fo rms ,  t ranscr ipts ,  essays ,  tes t  

scores ,  and  recommendat ions .  

Submit  appl icat ion  two  weeks  in  advance  of  school 's  deadl ine .  

S A N  F R A N C I S C O  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y    

 

 

  1 6 0 0  H O L L O W A Y  A V E N U E  .  S A N  F R A N C I S C O  .  C A  9 4 1 3 2

T I M E L I N E  W O R K S H E E T  
Everyone  has  the i r  own  t imel ine  to  complete  the  s teps  to  apply  to

graduate  school .  Graduate  Studies  suggests  5 -6  months  to  prepare  fo r

apply ing  to  a  masters  or  doctorate  program  at  SF  State .  

M O N T H  6
Conf i rm  with  a l l  schools  that  your  appl icat ion  i s  complete .  


